tradition. In a change that will mirror most of our peer journals, I will continue my role as an investigator and academic while providing leadership to the journal. I anticipate that my principal early focus will be on adjusting peer review practices and providing a liaison between the journal and the scientific community.
Over the next few months, you can expect to hear about several changes in the journal. I plan to appoint a small number of deputy editors at the journal and rework the membership and responsibilities of both the Board of Associate Editors and the Editorial Review Board. The revamped boards will have more opportunities for involvement in the journal. We will increase the transparency regarding the types of contributions and topic areas that are priorities for EHP. I anticipate there will be some new article types. Over the next year, we will also be rolling out a series of opportunities for early career environmental health scientists to become actively engaged in the life of the journal.
As I step into this role, I want to make clear that I welcome your input not only on areas of improvement for the journal's operations but also on the editorial content of the journal. I will be attending several scholarly meetings in the key environmental health scientific disciplines, listening to your thoughts about the journal, and seeking out the most exciting science.
I appreciate the confidence that the leadership of the NIEHS has placed in me for the next chapter of EHP. I have also received full assurance that the journal will retain the strong support of the institute leadership while maintaining full editorial independence (Birnbaum and Tilson 2009) . EHP holds a special place for scientists in the disciplines that comprise the environmental health sciences. I hope you will join me in thinking about how to make this outstanding journal even better.
